
Families, Not Orphans
A Step-by-Step Guide to Leaving 
a Gift in Your will



Your Legacy is a
Blueprint 

Throughout our lives, many of us
support causes that matter to us.

Leaving a Gift in will is a beautiful
way to help make a lasting impact. 

Your legacy, however large or small,
will help create a blueprint for
sustainable alternatives to
orphanages: truly social services run
by and for communities - to
strengthen families and support them
in raising their children, as well as
finding new foster and adoptive
families for those who need them.

If you would like more information on
leaving a gift in your Will, or wish to
arrange a meeting to discuss leaving
a gift to Child’s i Foundation, please
get in touch.

Tayla Kruger

Fundraising Coordinator

taylakruger@childsifoundation.org

www.childsifoundation.org



At Child’s i, we have a vision of a Uganda 
that is free of orphanages, where every 
child can grow up safe in a loving family. 
Our mission is to enable Uganda to fully 
commit as a nation to curb the spread of 
orphanages, repurposing the orphanages 
that exist and reimagining the way it cares 
for vulnerable children and young people.

We know that change can be scary. There
are too many orphanages and too few 
alternatives. They can feel necessary, and 
seem like the ‘obvious’ solution, when 
children are in need, but we believe that 
they deserve so much more.

We all know it's important to protect 
children - regular donations to orphanages 
demonstrate just how many of us do. We 
believe it is possible to redirect funding and 
support towards family based care rather 
than institutional care, knowing that there 
are more cost-effective, sustainable 
alternatives to orphanages that need to be 
better understood and promoted.

Why Your
Legacy Matters
Orphanages are separating families, 
fracturing communities, and 
ultimately harming children. 
Orphanages are standing in the way 
of a thriving society yet they are still 
running and being set up, in spite of 
the huge cost to children’s wellbeing 
and Uganda as a whole.

If it was more widely known that 80% of children
in orphanages have families, funding could be
directed to help families stay together instead of
separate.



A Will is a legally binding document that 
makes it explicit how your legacy is to be 
imparted. 

From cherished belongings that have 
special significance, to financial support to 
ensure loved ones are taken care of, we’ve 
put together these simple checklists to help 
you plan who your assets will be left to and 
the value of your estate.

How to Write a Will

Grab a cup of
tea

Get yourself
comfortable

Plan your
legacy



Your Assets: 
List Everything
You Own

Step
1

Asset Value

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£



Your Liabilities: 
List Everything
You Owe

Step
2

Liability Value

£

£

£

£

£

Mortgage

Overdrafts

Credit Card Debts

Bank Loan

Other Debs

Your Estate: What You Have to Give

Total Assets £

Total Liabilities -£

Total Estimates =

Notes



List Who You Want
to Remember in
Your Will

Step
3

This section is for you to plan out who you want to remember in your Will. You can leave a 
percentage or share of the residue, a specified sum of money, or a particular item of value to be 
bequeathed, such as stocks and shares, proceeds of a Life Assurance Policy, property, furniture, 
jewellery, buildings and land.

% of share:

£ specific item:

Item:

Name

% of share:

£ specific item:

Item:

Name

% of share:

£ specific item:

Item:

Name

% of share:

£ specific item:

Item:

Name

Child's i Foundation



Executors and
Guardians

Step
4

Executors

Guardians

An executor or an administrator is someone who is named in the will as responsible for dealing 
with the estate. You can have up to four executors named in your will and it is important that 
they are people you trust. List your executor(s) below:

A guardian is someone who is appointed to manage the affairs of another person that is unable 
to conduct them on his or her own behalf. If you are a parent or guardian with young children, 
you need to consider who you want their guardian to be should anything happen to you while 
your kids are underage.

1.

2.

3.

4.

1.

2.

3.

4.



SolicitorsStep
5

We strongly recommend that you get 
professional legal advice from a solicitor when 
writing your Will.

Arrange a Free
Home Visit or
Phone Call
We are partnering with The Goodwill 
Partnership to provide you with a convenient 
way to write or amend your Will from the 
comfort of your home. The Wills are checked 
and provided directly to you by a panel firm of 
solicitors. The Goodwill Partnership can also 
provide legal advice and storage of the signed 
Will.

The Goodwill Partnership charges a low fixed 
price, however detailed your Will, wherever 
you live, with no hidden costs or upsell of any 
other products. The home-visit service is free 
of charge and you are also provided a small 
discount on a second Will for your spouse or 
partner.



The standard Inheritance Tax rate is 40%. It’s
only charged on the part of your estate that’s
above the threshold. If your estate is worth
£500,000 and your tax-free threshold is
£325,000, the Inheritance Tax charged will be
40% of £175,000 (£500,000 minus
£325,000). If the remainder of your estate is
worth less than £325,000 (after all your debts
are cleared), you do not have to pay any
inheritance tax.

If you leave a gift to a charity, the value of this 
will be deducted from your estate before the 
amount of inheritance tax is calculated. If you 
leave 10% or more of the net value of your 
estate to a charity, the part of your estate 
subject to inheritance tax will be taxed at 36% 
rather than 40%.

Legacies and TaxStep
7

Inheritance Tax

Charitable
Legacies

Our vision is that one day, in a
Uganda free of orphanages, all
children will belong and grow up in
safe and loving families.

For further advice on inheritance tax,
charitable legacies and savings, we
recommend that you speak to your solicitor.



Do not write on or cross out any of your 
existing Will as doing so will invalidate it.
Do not attach anything to your existing Will. 
Instead, enclose your Codicil with your 
existing Will.

You can amend your Will by filling out a Codicil 
form on our website. Please read the 
guidelines below to assist you through the
process.

Ask two reliable adults to witness the 
completion of the Codicil form. 

The following people cannot witness your 
Codicil:

Your executor or your executor’s 
spouse
A beneficiary of your Will or 
beneficiary’s spouse

 
Fill out the Codicil form, but wait to sign it 
until your witnesses are present.

Sign the Codicil form in ink, in the presence 
of both of your witnesses.

Send the completed Codicil form to your 
solicitor or person who is looking after your 
Will.

Please note:

We strongly recommend that you consult a 
solicitor about any substantial amendments to 
an existing Will. It may well be better to have a 
new Will drafted to avoid confusion. To let us 
know you have remembered us in your Will, 
contact us using the details on page 2 in this 
booklet.

Changing Your Will

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Your Legacy Checklist

List your assets
and liabilities

Decide on who
you remember
in Will

Name your
executors and
guardians

Choose a
solicitor

Our mission is to enable Uganda to
fully commit as a nation to curb the
spread of orphanages, repurposing
the orphanages that exist and
reimagining the way it cares for
vulnerable children and young people.



Through our ambition to learn and achieve better outcomes 
for children, we have and continue to contribute to child care 
reform in Uganda. We pushed for laws and policies that 
promote family-based care, advocated for best practices in 
alternative care and demonstrated that children from 
orphanages can be placed with their relatives and 
alternative and supported to thrive.

- Emmanuel Shanyola Project Manager Mpigi 



www.childsifoundation.org
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